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The American Speed Fes�val Revives Legendary Le Mans Cars 

10/4/23 

PONTIAC, MI - PONTIAC, MI - The American Speed Fes�val, held from September 29th to October 1st, 
2023, at M1 Concourse, created an extraordinary scene, bringing to life the roaring legacy of both past 
and present Le Mans racecars back to the track. Enthusiasts and automo�ve fana�cs were treated to a 
mesmerizing display of iconic race cars that have le� a victorious mark on the world of motorsports. 

One of the highlights of the event was the historic 1967 GT40 Mk IV Le Mans Winning car, courtesy of 
the Henry Ford Museum. With its dis�nc�ve design, powerful engine, and historic victory at Le Mans, 
the 1967 GT40 Mk IV stands as a symbol of American racing excellence. This legendary car con�nues to 
cap�vate enthusiasts and collectors worldwide, embodying the spirit of compe��on, innova�on, and 
teamwork that defines endurance racing. 

Another gem on display was the 1965 Ford GT Compe��on Prototype Roadster, a sports car renowned 
for its impressive performance and striking design. Powered by a potent V8 engine, this prototype 
roadster represented Ford's ambi�on in interna�onal motorsports during the 1960s. Its aerodynamic 
body and advanced engineering made it a dominant force on the racetrack, securing its place in 
automo�ve history as an iconic and influen�al vehicle. 

The event also featured the iconic 1960 Cunningham Corvete #1, a racing car that played a pivotal role 
in American motorsport history. Commissioned by Briggs Cunningham, this Corvete, powered by a 283 
cubic inch V8 engine, showcased cu�ng-edge engineering and racing technology, leaving an enduring 
legacy in the annals of racing history. 

Addi�onally, the 1968 Corvete L88 Rebel #4 made a striking appearance. This legendary racing car, 
developed for endurance races like Le Mans, was equipped with the powerful L88 engine, a 427 cubic 
inch V8 producing over 500 horsepower. Its dis�nc�ve red and white livery became synonymous with 
speed and performance, represen�ng Chevrolet's dedica�on to domina�ng the racetracks during the 
late 1960s. 

In the mix of historic legends, the 2003 Chevrolet Corvete C5R driven by Johnny O'Connell was a 
standout. This modern marvel, though not from the distant past, played a crucial role in shaping 
Chevrolet's racing legacy. The C5R, powered by a potent V8 engine, showcased Chevrolet's commitment 
to high-performance racing and endurance compe��ons. O'Connell's skill behind the wheel combined 
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with the Corvete C5R's engineering prowess made it a force to be reckoned with on the track, adding a 
contemporary touch to the fes�val's lineup of legendary Le Mans cars. 

Despite not achieving significant success at Le Mans, the Corvete SS was also present as it represents 
Chevrolet’s early venture into endurance racing. The car's presence at the legendary race showcased 
Chevrolet's ambi�on and innova�ve design elements, which influenced the brand's future racing 
endeavors and contributed to the development of iconic Corvete models for Le Mans compe��ons in 
subsequent years. 

The Ferrari 250 LM Scaglie� Berlineta, a Le Mans victor in 1965, highlighted Ferrari's dominance in 
endurance racing during the 1960s. Its excep�onal aerodynamics, potent V12 engine, and superb 
handling made it a force to be reckoned with on the track, solidifying Ferrari's reputa�on as a 
powerhouse in interna�onal motorsport. 

In the modern era, the GT LM 24 Show Car exemplified Ford's commitment to Le Mans, paying homage 
to the historic GT40's triumphs. Equipped with cu�ng-edge technology and a high-performance 
EcoBoost V6 engine, this show car demonstrated Ford's determina�on to recapture past glory. Its 
presence at Le Mans showcased Ford's relentless pursuit of excellence, seamlessly blending heritage, 
and innova�on on the grand stage of endurance racing. 

The American Speed Fes�val provided atendees with a unique opportunity to witness these historic 
vehicles in ac�on, celebra�ng the legacy of Le Mans and the enduring spirit of motorsports. 

### 

 

About M1 Concourse 

Located on the iconic Woodward Avenue in Pon�ac, M1 Concourse serves as a testament to automo�ve 
excellence. Spanning 87 acres, it houses a vibrant motorsports community, state-of-the-art performance 
car service center, and a majes�c event center, all overlooking the 1.5-mile M1 Circuit. Situated less than 
35 miles from Detroit’s Metropolitan Interna�onal Airport, it remains a prime des�na�on for global 
automo�ve aficionados. 

 

About American Speed Fes�val 

This event combines some of the most renowned brands in automo�ve performance history, in 
everything from Vintage Indy cars and historic stock cars to modern-day supercars. It’s a rare opportunity 
to see race cars from every era perform on the 1.5-mile M1 Concourse Speed Ring. American Speed 
Fes�val celebrated three significant automo�ve anniversaries, 100 years of Americans at Le Mans, 70 
years of Corvete, and 50 years of Interna�onal Race of Champions (IROC) Series.  

 


